
 

 

 

Shenley Fields Daycare and Nursery School 

Curriculum Intention for Expressive Arts and 

Design 
“The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination 

and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the 

arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The 

quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing 

their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the 

arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their 

progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe.” (EYFS 

2021) 

 

                   Daycare and Nursery School 

                Love, Laugh, Learn  

         



 

Expressive Arts and Design 

(0-3’s)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Role of the Adult: 

 To incorporate singing and different genres of music into the children’s day. 

 To consider the needs and interests of the children to maximise motivation and 

enthusiasm. 

 To provide a range of space and resources for children to develop their mark 

making. 

 To model pretend play to children based on routines and scenarios that are 

familiar to them.  

 To introduce and model language relating to music, colour, texture, mark making 

and pretend play. 

 

 

 We Provide: 

 Opportunities for children to make sounds with both musical instruments and 

natural materials/resources.  

 Materials and resources that encourage interest in and exploration of colour, 

texture and pattern. 

 Opportunities for sensory play. 

 Role-play as continuous provision both indoors and outdoors for children to begin 

to explore and develop the possibilities for pretend play.  

 An indoor studio as an aspect of our continuous provision for children to begin and 

develop their mark making skills. 

 Space for children to respond physically to music, sounds and emotions.  

 Daily opportunities for singing and rhymes.  

 

 

 
Daycare and Nursery School 

Love, Laugh, Learn 

         

 

 



 

 

At the end of their time in  

Sunshine (0-2’s), children will: 
 

 Continue to explore and experiment with an increasing range of media and movement though multi-sensory exploration and expression. 

 Move while singing/vocalising, whilst listening to sounds and music, while playing with sound makers/instruments. 

 Mirror and improvise actions they have observed, e.g. clapping or waving. 

 Sing/vocalise whilst listening to music or plating with instruments/sound makers. 

 Notice and become interested in the transformative effect of their actions on materials and resources. 

 Express self through physical actions and sound. 

 Pretend that one object represents another, especially when objects have characteristics in common. 

 Create sound effects and movements, e.g. creates the sound of a car, animals etc. 

 

 

 

 

 
Daycare and Nursery School 

Love, Laugh, Learn 

         



 

 

At the end of their time in  

Raindrops (2-3’s), children will: 
 

 Join in singing songs. 

 Create sounds by rubbing, shaking, tapping, striking or blowing. 

 Show an interest in the way sound makers and instruments sound and experiment with ways of playing them, e.g. loud/quiet, fast/slow 

 Experiment with ways to enclose a space, create shapes and represent actions, sounds and objects. 

 Enjoy and respond to playing with colour in a variety of ways, for example combining colours. 

 Uses 3D and 2D structures to explore materials and/or to express ideas. 

 Use everyday materials to explore, understand and represent their world – their ideas, interests and fascinations. 

 Begin to make believe by pretending using sounds movements, words and objects. Beginning to describe sounds and music 

imaginatively, e.g. scary music. 

 Create rhythmic sounds and movements. 

 

 

 

 

Daycare and Nursery School 

Love, Laugh, Learn 

         



 

Expressive Arts and Design 

(3-4’s) 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Role of the Adult: 

 To incorporate singing and different genres of music into the children’s day. 

 To consider the needs and interests of the children to maximise motivation and 

enthusiasm. 

 To introduce and explore the work of different artists with the children linked to 

their interests. 

 To plan space for children to be able to move in response to music. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

We provide: 

 Role play as continuous provision indoors and outdoors. This includes home based play and 

play based on specific areas of interest for the children such as going to the doctors, 

hairdressers etc. 

 Construction and small world as continuous provision to support the development of children’s 

imaginative play. 

 An indoor and outdoor studio as continuous provision. These spaces encourage the 

exploration of colour, texture and form using a wide range of materials which also includes 

natural resources such as leaves, sticks, pine cones and stones that can be found in the 

nursery garden. 

 Opportunities for children to create sound and music using a range of musical instruments and 

natural materials. 

 A range of open-ended resources for children to use creatively and imaginatively in their play. 

 Opportunities to learn songs and rhymes.  

 Opportunities for children to problem solve how to join materials together using resources such 

as selotape, masking tape, string, PVA and glue sticks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daycare and Nursery School 

Love, Laugh, Learn 

         

 



 

 

At the end of their time in 

Sunbeams (3-4’s), children will: 
 Explore and learn how sounds and movements can be changed. 

 Continue to explore moving in a range of ways, e.g. mirroring, creating own movement patterns. 

 Enjoy joining in with moving, dancing and ring games. 

 Sing familiar songs, e.g. pop songs, songs from T.V programmes, rhymes, songs from home. 

 Tap out simple repeated rhythms. 

 Develop an understanding of how to create and use sounds intentionally. 

 Continue to explore colours and how colours can be changed. 

 Develop an understanding of using lines to enclose a space and begin to use drawing to represent actions and objects based on 

imagination, observation and experience.  

 Use various construction materials, e.g. joining pieces, stacking vertically and horizontally, balancing, making enclosures and creating 

spaces. 

 Use tools for a purpose.  

 Use movement and sounds to express experiences, expertise, ideas and feelings. 

 Experiment and create movement in response to music, stories and ideas. 

 Sing to self and make up simple songs. 

 Create sounds, movements and drawings to accompany stories. 

 Notice what other children and adults do, mirroring what is observed, adding variations and then doing it spontaneously. 

 Engage in imaginative play based on their own ideas or first-hand or peer experiences.  

 Play alongside other children who are engaged in the same theme. 

 

Daycare and Nursery School 

Love, Laugh, Learn 

         

 



 

They will be working towards: 
 Building a collection of songs and dances. 

 Making music in a range of ways, e.g. playing with sounds creatively, playing along to the beat of the song they are singing or music they 

are listening to. 

 Using their increasing knowledge and understanding of tools and materials to explore their interests and enquiries and to develop their 

thinking. 

 Developing their own ideas through experimentation with diverse materials, e.g. light, projected image, loose parts, watercolours, powder 

paint, to express and communicate their discoveries and understanding. 

 Expressing and communicating working theories, feelings and understanding using a range of art forms, e.g. movement, dance, drama, 

music and the visual arts. 

 Creating representations of both imaginary and real-life ideas, events, people and objects. 

 Initiating new combinations of movements and gestures in order to express and respond to feelings, ideas and experiences. 

 Choosing particular movements, instruments/sounds, colours and materials for their own imaginative purposes. 

 Using combinations of art forms, e.g. moving and singing, making and dramatic play, drawing and talking, construction and mapping. 

 Responding imaginatively to art works and objects, e.g this music sounds like dinosaurs, that sculpture is squishy. 

 Introducing a storyline or narrative into their play. 

 Playing cooperatively as part of a group to create, develop and act out an imaginary idea or narrative.  

 


